
RSU #16 School Board
Administrative Report

Shawn Vincent
Principal, Bruce M. Whittier Middle School

September 5, 2023

Staff
● It is very positive to see opportunities for staff promotion from within. Kim Caron has served

as a special educator in our building for many years. She is now serving as the Special

Education Dean at Central Office. In her place, Susanna Johnson has ascended from

educational technician to special education teacher. Susanna has been an ed tech at Whittier

for six years.

● Congratulations to teachers Holly Patenaude and Sharon Goss. They received scholarships to

participate in the Jump$tart National Educator Conference in Arizona in November. The

Jump$tart Coalition for Personal Financial Literacy is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization

based in Washington, D.C. Jump$tart supports the financial education efforts of its partners

and affiliates, brings together the financial literacy community to foster cooperation and

collaboration. Jump$tart raises the importance of financial literacy and the importance of

effective financial education.

Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment

● We received sixteen new registrations to start the school year and fourteen students

withdrew over the summer. More registrations seem to be coming everyday. The class of

2029 could be one of our biggest classes ever.

● School goals will focus on improving our teaching practices to meet the needs of our

students, developing tier II interventions to meet students where they are academically, and

continuing to improve student attendance, especially in regards to chronic absenteeism.

● On Friday, students will be invited to participate in band and chorus. We plan to start music

classes at the beginning of next week.

● Laptops were rolled out to students during the first week of school. We are keeping the

laptops at school for a week before allowing students to bring them home, so they can

practice appropriate care.

Events
● Open House was very well attended. The event was held on Monday, August 28.

● Don King hosted a Parent/Athlete Meeting on the evening of Wednesday, August 30. He

talked to the families about expectations for middle school athletics. Registrations for

participation are strong across all sports. Practices start today.

● Students were encouraged to read at least one book over the summer. The library will host a

party for all students who participated. Students can also enter their names in a raffle for

each book they completed.


